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T h e idea for this book came from a general perception amongst field workers
of the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) and Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds (RSPB), that the methodology for various bird census
methods was scattered throughout the scientific literature and difficult to
access. Indeed many field-staff or volunteers were only familiar with one or
two methods and there was often little attempt to standardise methods or to
check that the counting was being undertaken in a systematic manner over
wide geographical areas. It was also evident that there was a need amongst
volunteers, junior researchers, students and scientists in the developing
world for a practical guide synthesising all aspects of the various methods of
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Methods described in the literature for counting birds are many and
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used and most suitable methods, and attempted to amalgamate other counting methodologies into major groups. Examples of the use of methods are
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